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Socialism and Co-operative Enterprises 

The Socialism of To-Day. A Source-Book of the Present Position 
and Recent Development of the Socialist and Labor Parties 
in All Coimtries, Consisting Mainly of Original Documents. 
Edited by William English Walling, J. G. Phelps Stokes, 
Jessie Wallace Hughan, and Harry W. Laidler, and 
other Members of a Committee of the Intercollegiate Social- 
ist Society. (New York: Henry Holt and Company. 
1916. Pp. xvi, 642. $1.60.) 
The subtitle of this volume which reads, "A source-book of the 
present position and recent development of the socialist and labor 
parties in all countries, consisting mainly of original documents," 
is a more adequate description of the purpose and character of 
the book. 

The first half of the book consists of a more or less exhaustive 
documentary narrative of the socialist movement throughout the 
world. The second half is devoted to a similar documentation of 
the programs and problems of the socialist organizations in the 
various countries. 

In thus resorting to a documentary and statistical presentation 
of socialism, the authors, whether intended or not, have achieved, 
aside from the avowed purpose of an unbiassed and an uncritical 
study of socialism, the more important service of presenting the 
socialist movement not as a simple and unvarying article of faith 
adhered to by the so-called socialists and those in sympathy with 
them, but as a propaganda and a reform movement bearing all the 
marks and characteristics supplied by the varying needs and re- 
quirements of varying conditions and circumstances. 

The method used for a long time and currently in academic 
treatments of social and economic problems has been to reduce, 
by analogy or otherwise, to simplest terms a conglomerate of in- 
corrigible factors affecting those problems and thereby arriving 
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at broad generalizations or "universal'' truths. Latterly, how- 
ever, students have come to the realization of the fact that such 
broad generalizations are seldom warranted by the facts in the 
given case, and, what is still more important, that economic prob- 
lems differ typically one from the other. 1 

Any illusion that may still be entertained as to the international 
character of socialism should be dissipated on the most cursory 
review of the present volume. Socialism as a theoretical specula- 
tion has long ceased to hold the first place in the interest of the 
rank and file of its students and followers, and the zeal which its 
advocates and prophets still manifest in socialism is merely as a 
politico-reform movement and as such it must needs lose its erst- 
while international character. 

Of course, this is not to say that, for instance, the socialism of 
Germany does not bear any resemblance to that of the French — 
quite the contrary. But apparently there is still enough differ- 
ence in local color to make one of the arch protagonists of 
German socialism bold to declare in favor of the German bureau- 
cratic rule as against French republicanism (p. 20). 

The Socialism, of To-day, for the study of socialism as a politico- 
reform movement, is without much question an excellent handbook, 
but like other books of the same character it suffers somewhat 
from the faults of its qualities. In spite of the fact that socialism 
as a theory and philosophy has ceased to command first attention, 
yet the strength of socialism lies essentially in its philosophy and 
ideals. As such it is not amenable to demonstration by the 
enumeration of ambitious programs of social reform, still less by 
the recital of statistics on votes and population. For instance, 
the trend of state and federal legislation of the recent past has 
probably more to say concerning the weakness or strength of 
socialism in the United States than the fact that statistically the 
membership of the Socialist party has fallen off since 1912 (p. 
191), or that in the same year the socialist vote was more than 
double that of 1908 (p. 196). 

In spite of such discretionary discrepancies in the distribution 
of emphasis, for the more detailed and particularistic study of 
socialism in colleges and universities the book should find a pref- 
erential place among textbooks on socialism. 

Leon Abdzeooni. 

Fresno, California. 

i Cf. R. F. Hoxie, "Trade Unionism in United States," Journal of Political 
Economy, March, 1914. 



